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Judges were deeply impressed by the way the 

project brought together generations to bond 

over their shared heritage. The emotional im-

pact of the work of Jura had been profound. 

Welcome to the Education Special Edition 

 

An 1840 court record of a land dispute becomes a mock trial between a teacher and a class of primary school 
children; a travel journal inspires a day of route-finding and bushcraft skills; centuries old charter documents 
spark children’s conversations about basic rights and responsibilities; parchments and seals are reimagined in 
a high school art exhibition. The diversity of archives-inspired projects in Scotland today is being fuelled by the 
Curriculum for Excellence, introduced into schools in 2005 and now reaching from Early Years to upper Sec-
ondary school. 
 

The CfE, as it is known, positively encourages cross-curricular working in schools which means, in simple 
terms, the mixing up of traditional ‘subject areas’ to create more joined up approaches to learning. Drama, for 
example, is a great medium through which to teach scientific ideas such as digestion or atomic physics; Art is 
already embedded in Geography and Biology; Health, Physical Education and Dance all move to the same 
tune of balance and discipline.  
 

Archive records contain a multiplicity of educational ideas. Take that 1840 land dispute, for example. In this 
short series of activities devised by Hawick Heritage Hub from records of a local court case, children learned 
about social history, drama, sport, local geography and maps, argument and debate, legal processes and the 
importance of preserving records. Each of these educational outcomes is described in one or other of the 
CfE’s documents. This one unit of work addressed elements of them all, wrapping them in a compelling story 
that anchors them in the memory. 
 

Good quality education activities use compelling stories, fascinating places, intriguing characters to anchor ide-
as and concepts, and archive records are full of all three. While teachers are experts in the workings of the cur-
riculum, archivists have a unique understanding of their collections and are expert at identifying those records 
that contain adventure, mystery, intrigue, humour, surprise and the unexpected. These are the starting points 
for engaging educational activities that can address aspects of the curriculum and at the same time advocate 
the value and work of archives.  
 

The Scottish Council on Archives has published a series of ‘brief guides’ to the Scottish curriculum and is offer-
ing a day course titled ‘The Hitch-hiker’s Guide to the Scottish Curriculum’, both of which can get you started 
on joining up your collection with school groups and teachers. You can find details of both at 
www.scottisharchives.org.uk/education.   

By DOUGLAS ROBERTS 
Education Development Officer, Scottish Council on Archives 

Good quality education activities use compelling stories, fascinating 

places, intriguing characters to anchor ideas and concepts, and 

archive records are full of all three ... 



Central to the Scottish Government’s work to build a 
new and fairer Scotland are the skills, talents, enterprise 
of our people. Those skills, talents and enterprise are 
most innovative and effective when they are brought 
together, when they escape the constrictions of conven-
tional thinking and practice. Nowhere is that more im-
portant for the future of Scotland than in the field of edu-
cation.  
 

It is within this broad context that I warmly welcome the 
innovative work taken forward by the Scottish Council on 
Archives. In 2012, I endorsed the Council publication 
Many Stories, One Scotland: A National Plan for Learn-
ing. I did so because it mapped a way forward for bring-
ing together the life-changing skills at the core of our 
educational system and the treasures, the very essence 
of our culture and identity, found in archives across the 
length and breadth of Scotland.   
 

The Plan set out a vision based on harnessing teaching 
and archive skills. The vision had to be tested amid the 
day-to-day realities of engaging young people in the 
classroom. There were pilots in five schools, three in 
Glasgow and one each in Aberdeen and Hawick: Local 
Study Then and Now with P3/4 students at the Riverside 
Primary School Govan Campus; Secondary Art Project 
with S3 students and the Principal Teacher at St 
Mungo’s Academy; Angels and Cherubs, a storytelling 
collaboration with Broomloan Nursery School Govan 
Campus involving Early Years students; Amy Laws Let-
ters, a collaboration between University of Aberdeen 
Special Collections and St Peter’s RC Primary school 
with P6 students; Bringing It Home, a collaboration be-
tween the Scottish Borders Heritage Hub and Hawick 
High School history department with S3 students. 
 

The pilots were chosen so that the themes and the re-
quired archival content were diverse and the needs of 
the various student ages and ability groupings signifi-
cantly different. That way multiple learning approaches 
could be tested when using archives to meet specific 
classroom needs. With the pilots and the evaluation 
completed, the Scottish Council on Archives has pub-
lished the outcomes in Many Stories, One Scotland: Pi-
lot Education Projects Summary Report, May 2014.  
 

The potential offered by the Summary Report is very 
significant. For the first time Scottish archives – in co-
operation with Scottish educators – are developing, de-
livering and exploiting a route map which sets out how 
archivists can harness their undoubted expertise to en-
gage with teachers in delivering archive-based content 
in the classroom. The innovation will not stop in the indi-
vidual classroom. It is fully the intention to provide inno-
vative content in support of the Curriculum for Excel-
lence, including the CfE priority of use and understand-
ing of original sources.  
 

I see this collaborative approach as enormously im-
portant. The bringing together of diverse skills to support 
a common objective and to strengthen further those 
skills sets an example worthy of consideration by many 
other fields of expertise. It is a practical demonstration of 
joined-up thinking and collaborative working that plays to 
the strengths of the partners. 

Archives are a relatively small sector in terms of size of 
services and proportionate resources available to deliver 
those services. Yet archives are immensely important in 
that they preserve and make available the documented 
national memory, an essential part of our culture. It is 
through archives and through the research based on 
those immense riches that we connect with what forged 
nations, communities and individuals. The story of Scot-
land in all its richness and diversity is captured, pre-
served and made available through thousands of archive 
collections - literally tens of millions of original docu-
ments - cared for by a dedicated cadre of archivists and 
conservators.   
 

Research about past events used to be limited to the 
‘great and the good’ and ‘big events’. Of course, there 
have been towering figures – William Wallace to name 
but one – and we know well events that shaped the na-
tion such as Bannockburn. However, archives tell the 
whole of the Scottish story. Crofters and factory workers 
alike have their place. The everyday – easily ignored, 
yet important - finds vibrant expression in archives.  
 

The ongoing work of the Scottish Council on Archives 
and of archive services across the country will unlock 
the treasures stored on the shelves of repositories. The 
resulting flow of documents into classrooms will offer 
pupils the opportunity to enjoy a creative insight into the 
history of communities and the nation. It will equip them 
with the skills to handle, evaluate and organise some-
times complex information. I am confident that such a 
sustained approach can contribute significantly to Curric-
ulum for Excellence and the Government commitment 
on ‘Learning about Scotland’.   
 

A proud and confident Scotland is a Scotland that is in-
spired by its past to create a proud and confident future. 
Let archives - our documented national memory - inspire 
the young people of today in the moulding of their future. 

 
By FIONA HYSLOP MSP 

Cabinet Secretary for Culture & External Affairs 

ARCHIVES AND LEARNING... 

    ...AN INSPIRING FUTURE 

http://www.scottisharchives.org.uk/education/nationalplan
http://www.scottisharchives.org.uk/education/nationalplan
http://www.scottisharchives.org.uk/education/pilotreport
http://www.scottisharchives.org.uk/education/pilotreport


The Scottish Council on Archives Education Com-
mittee was formed in 2012. From the beginning, we 
recognised that bringing together experienced pro-
fessionals from the education and archive sectors 
would be crucial to informing achievable objectives 
for the Council’s work in this area. As a group, the 
committee bring together a wealth of knowledge 
and ideas from different perspectives. This has 
been key in ensuring that our strategic goals trans-
late into activities that will deliver practical and rel-
evant learning opportunities for archivists, teach-
ers and children.  
 

Partnership working, information sharing and rais-
ing awareness of the potential for archives to bring 
tangible contributions to education underpins the 
work of the committee. They give input on engage-
ment and communications with Scottish Govern-
ment, Local Authorities, Heads of Education and 
other partner bodies we work with, such as the 
General Teaching Council for Scotland.  
 

The committee was involved from the start in the 
development of Many Stories, One Scotland: A Na-
tional Learning Plan 2012-2015, and each member 
has contributed a great deal of insight and enthusi-
asm to its successful delivery.   
 

How did you begin your career in education?  I got 
into teaching when I realised that not only did I enjoy 
that Eureka moment of learning something new, but I 
got a kick out of helping others understand things as 
well. I started teaching Physics in the Borders before 
moving into ICT when micro-computers first started ap-
pearing in schools. I could see the great potential of 
motivating children through the use of simulations. 
 

Have you any particular highlights?  Motivating pu-
pils to learn, and then being amazed at their commit-
ment and the lengths they will go to once you have 
caught their imagination. 
 

Managing a project to encourage use of ICT by children 
with Special Education Needs. Seeing the way comput-
ers could transform the education of pupils who were 
blind, or had physical disabilities, motivate them and 
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allow them to be integrated into the rest of the class. 
 

Supporting the introduction of ICT in Highland Primary 
Schools and Computing as a subject in Secondary 
Schools; working with a team of enthusiastic and com-
mitted staff who were able to come up with great new 
ideas and really motivate and enthuse their pupils. 
 

Developing a project to give training in the use of ICT to 
nursery staff in Scotland, and then seeing the ways that 
they used the technology in innovative and exciting 
ways to help the children and the parents. 
 

Building up a team of people who developed a high 
quality web service supporting Scottish Education 
which became known and used by people throughout 
the world. Being in at the beginning of so many exciting 
developments has certainly been a highlight. 
 

What do you think have been the most important 
achievements of the SCA Education Committee so 
far?  One of the key achievements has been the 
production of the National Plan for Learning; Many Sto-
ries, One Scotland. Without a plan to guide our efforts, 

they can never be really productive.  
 

The second is the development of the pilot, which has 
allowed us to identify issues, and strengths. It has 
helped us develop exemplar materials, showing what 
can be achieved, and has influenced the development 
of our training and awareness raising courses. Profes-
sionals always have more respect for suggestions 
when they are based on real experiences and not just 
on what you think is possible with no evidence to back 
it up. 
 

We have then used the pilot to identify needs and sup-
port the courses we have been running for archivists. It 
has allowed us to show what can be done using origi-
nal sources. 
 

We have also been able to raise awareness of the op-
portunities offered by the use of archives in education 
with key decision makers. A process we hope to contin-
ue.  
 

Interview continues on page 5... 



one item, if you know where to look. Expertise is need-
ed to sift through large amounts of material, which can 
be daunting to pupils, and present it in a way which is 
both interesting and engaging. 
 

What do you think are the main obstacles for ar-
chives wishing to engage in education-related ac-
tivities, and how can they be overcome?  Teachers 
and archivists often come from very different back-
grounds with very different priorities pressing in on 
them, so it is a challenge to bring them together for the 
benefit of the children, but also the communities they 
both serve. We need to help them to understand where 
their skills and knowledge can best complement each 
other. So we need to raise awareness on both sides. A 
real challenge in a time of austerity, when efficiency 
savings mean there is less time for everything and re-
sources are short. But as always investment today can 
bring bigger savings later, particularly if we can improve 
the education of the children, and make them better 
prepared for the world they are going into because they 
understand the world as it is and has been. 

How does the Committee plan to build on the work 
undertaken to date?  We intend organising further 
courses for archivists. They have proved very popular 
and successful so far. However difficulties of getting 
people together and the need to tailor professional de-
velopment to individual needs, means that we are also 
developing ‘screencasts’ based on the experiences of 
the courses. These will be published on our web site 
and people can access ‘screencasts’ relevant to their 
needs, at a time convenient to them. We also hope to 
develop an online community so that as people gain 
expertise and experience, they are able to share ideas, 
and develop things in ways we have not even thought 
of.  
 

We also hope to further develop our links with the Gen-
eral Teaching Council for Scotland. All Scottish teach-
ers must now engage in the Professional Update pro-
cess, keeping a record of Continuous Professional De-
velopment, if they wish to remain registered. We hope 
that we can produce materials to support teachers 
which can be accredited under this scheme.  
 

What role do you think archive materials and ar-
chive staff can play in schools and the Curriculum 
for Excellence?  For education to have a real im-
pact it has to motivate the children by being challeng-
ing, relevant and enjoyable. There is a wealth of materi-
al in archives which can be used as interesting starting 
points for learning; and which can motivate children 
because it is about their community, their interests and 
the real world. The resources are so wide ranging, they 
can be used to enhance learning across the curriculum 
from numeracy to literacy, from drama to art, not just 
history and social studies. Archives involving Scotland’s 
rich scientific past can be used to make science and 
technology real and interesting, putting it into a context. 
One obvious area of relevance just now is the vast 
amount of material on WW1. Another is capturing the 
interest and excitement generated by the referendum, 
using archives to show Scotland’s historical place in the 
UK and in the world. Helping to explain why people on 
both sides feel so passionate about this incredible 
country.  
 

Too often we start with a blank sheet of paper in educa-
tion when we should be building on the work of others. 
Archives give that opportunity. 
 

Archive staff have a wealth of knowledge and are able 
to make connections across materials and subject are-
as, to identify interesting and relevant materials and 
present it in ways which are accessible to non-experts. 
Lots of curriculum links and ideas can be drawn from 

There is a wealth 

of material in ar-

chives … which 

can motivate 

children because 

it is about their 

community, their 

interests and the 

real world  



The educational value of the collections held in archives across Scotland is im-
measurable. As an archivist, the most exciting aspect of this potential is the range 
of education related activities we can become involved with. From advising gene-
alogists on the workings of their family tree and the research process, to explain-
ing to school pupils what an archive is, to helping inform the basis of a PHD thesis; 
the possibilities are endless. 
 

When I began working on my MLitt dissertation, Archives and Education: Barriers 
and Opportunities Affecting Educational Outreach in Scotland, I wanted to focus 
on the role archives could play in a standard classroom-centred setting. Before 
embarking on a career in archives I considered becoming a teacher. I became in-
terested in the resources that education professionals use and the impact they can 
have on learning. My aim was to find out what education work was already under-
way by archive services and attempt to understand the barriers and problems that 
might prevent further development.  
 

Responses to a survey about current projects numbered around 15 and many of 
these were from archives attached to museums or libraries with dedicated budgets 
for educational outreach. The independent archivists who responded were all in-
credibly enthusiastic but expressed concerns about the lack of time and budget to 
support their efforts. The general consensus seemed to be that outreach involving 
schools was a ‘would like to do’ but hard to achieve with limited capacity. 
 

One year on, and out in the working world I’m happy to say my research is already 
hopelessly out of date for a number of reasons. The Scottish Council on Archives 
(SCA) launched Many Stories, One Scotland: A National Plan for Learning 2012 – 
2015 and employed an education officer just as I was completing my research. 
The positive results of this activity are evident on the SCA website, with a dedicat-
ed education section full of examples of best practice and educational outreach 
projects, the site is a source of inspiration for any archivist interested in working 
with children of school age and helps to highlight what can be achieved on a shoe-
string budget if staff enthusiasm is high.  
 

The archive sector has identified that educating and engaging children is vital to 
ensure future users. Encouragingly, many archivists have also discovered that this 
can extend beyond the content of our collections (such as the Victorians!) to also 
inform and inspire about the fundamentals of archive practice and explaining what 
an archive is. For example, the National Records of Scotland offers workshops on 
the role of an archivist. Similarly, Lothian Health Services Archive’s Widening Par-
ticipation workshops are designed to introduce pupils to the ‘business’ of profes-
sional archive work and why our collections are so important. The Highland Ar-
chive has also produced a varied range of education resources to help engage 
pupils on local history through the use of primary sources. 
 

National campaigns and commemorations are also playing their part in offering 
unique opportunities to become involved in the education sector. The John Gray 
Centre in East Lothian offers a workshop for pupils in their final years of primary 
school relating to the centenary of WW1. This is just one instance where the pri-
mary sources held in institutions across Scotland are giving pupils a first-hand in-
sight into historical events. Likewise, the Explore Your Archive campaign has also 
provided a fantastic chance for archivists to help school children relate to their col-
lections and services (the free badges and pencils are an added bonus!).  
 

The implementation of the Curriculum for Excellence in 2010 began a phase of 
flexible inter-disciplinary learning options. This flexible approach to education can 
provide opportunities for archives to become directly involved at a level that was 
not previously possible. I’m thrilled to be a part of both sectors at such an exciting 
time and look forward to seeing what the next year will bring. 

ONE YEAR ON...  
EDUCATIONAL PRACTICE IN ARCHIVES 

By KARYN WILLIAMSON 
Image courtesy of the John Gray Centre 
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Between October and December 2014 three primary schools (four classes) in the Scottish Borders will be 
taking part in a World War One partnership project with the Heritage Hub, the Scottish Borders Council 
Archive Service.   
 

The premise was inspired by one traditional archive form, the letter. Throughout the First World War let-
ters were the only source of contact between those at home and those on the war front. Through pairing 
schools and characterising one as the ‘British housewife’ and the other as ‘the solider husband’, schools 
will explore different topics each week and transfer what they have learned into a personally written letter 
to their ‘other half’. Melrose Primary P6/7 will correspond with Lilliesleaf Primary P6/7 and Melrose Prima-
ry P7 with St. Ronan’s P7. 
 

I began the process by working with the Creative Learning Network to identify which schools were study-
ing WW1 this side of Christmas. I contacted directly a number of schools with this remit and provided a 
basic structural overview of provisional dates and session times for the project; the initial call for interest 
was very positive as over 10 schools came forward requesting further information. As the format required 
two schools per project, I deliberately paired classes of similar sizes and levels and ensured they were 
based in different towns. The disadvantage to this was that areas with smaller populations had composite 
classes which proved difficult to pair as they ranged from a P4-7 of 15 pupils, through to a P6-7 class of 
11. In these cases I offered the project learning plans and resources as a loan box so it can be adapted to 
work without the outreach element by halving one class in two. 
 

The eight week project will cover the mainstream topics of war development, trenches, food, animals, 
women and propaganda. Through dissecting archival resources during an hour long outreach session 
each week, pupils will identify the relevant information needed for their letter content from the historic doc-
uments we supply. This will be followed later in the week by an hour long, teacher led session where pu-
pils will have dedicated time to form their letter. One ‘star piece’ will be selected to be sent to the partner-
ing school, which will then be opened and examined for information during the next outreach session. This 
ensures all topics are covered by each school and perspectives of both the home and war fronts are 
equally addressed. During the final week, each partnering pair will meet up. This will allow pupils to meet 
‘their other half’ and will bring the project full circle in an attempt to recreate emotions associated with the 
end of the war. 
 

This project aims to not only utilise archive resources but also to promote the work of the Heritage Hub 
and to encourage community-based learning. As the Scottish Borders is a series of small towns over a 
widespread geographical area, the medium of letters will make interaction more accessible. It also has a 
sense of mystery and excitement for the participating classes. Students will be swapping content with an 
unfamiliar source, and during meet-up days will have the opportunity to develop their social skills – partic-
ularly important for those in P7 who are about to embark on the transition from primary to secondary 
school. 
 

Teachers have told me they have chosen to participate for a number of reasons; the project was offered at 
no cost, I was travelling to the schools to deliver the outreach and I was providing the lesson plans and 
resources. Basically, I targeted a popular widespread topic, directly emailed teachers and personally 
communicated with them via email and face-to-face meetings – they are busy people so the easi-
er you can make the process the more likely they are to respond. Once you overcome this 
initial hurdle, the process of working directly with schools and teachers is hugely reward-
ing. 
 
By STACEY TONER 
Education & Outreach, Hawick Heritage Hub 



Serena Fredrick, Student Support Officer, introduces the 
Centre for Research Collection’s work within the Widening 
Participation programme at the University of Edinburgh. 
 

At the Centre for Research Collections (CRC), we are in a very 
fortunate position to have been supported by staff from the Wid-
ening Participation office at the University of Edinburgh as we 
take our first tentative steps into engaging with schoolchildren 
and school groups. Widening Participation aims to address the 
discrepancies in the take-up of higher education opportunities 
between different social groups. Staff in the Widening Participa-
tion office work to raise aspirations and educational attainment 
among prospective students from under-represented groups to: 
 

 prepare them for higher education 
 ensure success on their programme of study 
 improve their employment prospects 
 open possibilities for postgraduate study 
 give them opportunities to return to learning throughout their 

lives. 
 

Primarily this work is aimed at groups who are under-represented 
in higher education, such as lower socio-economic groups and 
low-participation schools and neighbourhoods. The University is 
engaged with prospective students, their families and advisers in 
a wide range of Widening Participation awareness and aspiration 
raising projects and activities.   
 

The range of collections held at the CRC offers great scope for 
engagement with a wide range of students studying a wide range 
of topics. Our starting point began almost a year ago when we 
first proposed the collections for Widening Participation events 
and discussed what we could offer with the staff. The Widening 
Participation office have since acted as a liaison between us and 
the schools, suggesting where and how teachers might make use 
of our collections and how to link this with the curriculum. We dis-
cussed a range of options for these activities; how they could be 
aimed at different ages; different ability groups and different 
schools.   
 

The Widening Participation office subsequently arranged for three 
different P7 classes of about 25-30 students to visit us as part of 
a broader visit to the University. Pupils were given an introduction 
to at least one other subject area before or after visiting the CRC, 
to give them a taste of what is on offer at a university. The visits 
to the CRC were scheduled at an hour for each class and we split 
the class into two groups of 12-15, and ran two half-hour sessions 
in parallel. Part of the reason for this is because one of the rooms 
we used is ideal for groups of up to about 20, and partly because 
we wanted the students to have the opportunity to see the collec-
tion items up close and get a feeling of what they were looking at. 
Running two sessions in parallel worked really well for us, the two 
groups were smaller, and more manageable, but also the ses-
sions were shorter – which meant less time for the students to 
lose their concentration! One of the two sessions gave a very 
quick tour through five items from our Special Collections looking 
at differing representations of place and space and the other ses-
sion was delivered by Lothian Health Services Archive (LHSA) as 
described over the next few pages.  
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UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH 



Ruth Honeybone, LHSA Manager, describes the team’s involvement in 
the Widening Participation programme and the session that was of-
fered. 
 

We’ve long seen the potential of the LHSA collections for education and 
engagement with schoolchildren and young adults, but I am sure our expe-
rience is that of a lot of other archives: we didn’t have the time available to 
put into developing resources for teachers and, likewise, busy teachers did-
n’t have the capacity to go into partnership with us to create the best re-
sources possible. So we were at a stalemate – lots of enthusiasm but no 
way to channel that into the education system! Fortunately the Widening 
Participation programme has given us a way to get started, to dip our toes 
in the Curriculum for Excellence...  
 

During the summer months we ran six workshops, each one for about 12 
pupils and their teachers. A couple of years ago we developed a successful 
programme for undergraduate history students to introduce them to primary 
archive sources and to thinking about archival appraisal in particular. We 
took that work as our starting point and created a 30-minute session in 
which the first ten minutes were spent talking about what an archive is and 
how we decide what to collect. We made several identical packs of photos, 
six in each, and handed those out to smaller groups of children for them to 
decide what to ‘KEEP’ or ‘CHUCK’ and put them on suitably-labelled tables 
at either side of the room. Four of the six photos were digital prints of genu-
ine LHSA items, some obviously to do with healthcare and clearly applica-
ble to our collection and some with more obscure relevance (a picture of a 
pelican for example, which had been adopted by Royal Infirmary nurses at 
the zoo). The last two photos were taken especially for the workshop and 
designed to help the children think about whether there needs to be a rec-
ord of archival activity as well as the collections that archive holds: one of 
Louise and I working studiously in a store and the other of the two of us in 
silly outfits, larking about in a corridor - staged I hasten to add! We then 
asked the children to talk about what they thought the photos were of, and 
which they felt were of interest now and to future users of the archive. We 
found that engaged, strong, and divided opinion was generated by this ex-
ercise and so we spent the last five minutes of the session back as one 
group to describe what each picture was and to come to a consensus about 
what was worth keeping and what we should ‘chuck’. What most children 
decided was that the staged photo of a couple of archive professionals 
messing about was not going to be of much use, but largely because they 
thought we looked old not because the photo had no historical significance 
(we’re in our 30s so tried to not take this to heart)!  

Louise (left) and Ruth (right) working in the store used in the sessions 



Louise Williams, LHSA Archivist, offers her perspective on the programme and her role within it. 
 

When LHSA was asked to participate in the Widening Participation programme, I was delighted to have an oppor-
tunity to invite a completely new audience into our archive. I have to confess to being more than a bit nervous, 
though - it had been a while since I had worked with children and young adults, and never in an archive setting. 
Although I’d benefitted from workshops from the Scottish Council on Archives on enquiry based learning and on 
navigating the Curriculum for Excellence, I was still unsure about facing a class of students for the first time. I think 
that my fears were not uncommon. Would the children find the archive (and me!) boring? Would I be supervising 
the class alone? And how was I to explain what on earth an archive was?  
 

Explaining an archive turned out to be the most difficult thing, particularly since this is a tough question for many 
adults to answer, and we archivists have our own internal vocabulary to describe our jobs. In the end, I decided to 
explain an archive like a Facebook page, in that it is a collection of information on a certain theme from different 
points of view which tells someone about ‘you’ – from photographs to personal statements to sound and video and 
personal messages. LHSA also has a collection of information in many different forms, but we collect things about 
hospitals and healthcare where we live. 
 

Splitting the children into groups to respond to the images seemed to work for us – it broke the workshop into sec-
tions, and meant that they were not passive but an integral part of the decisions that were made. Also, at no point 
were archive staff left without teachers in the room – between us, we were able to circulate between the groups 
and ask and answer questions. Importantly, we were never asked to act in loco parentis, or to ‘control the class’! 
The discussions varied from being heated to needing a bit of stimulation, but the silence and bemusement that I 
feared never ever materialised. This was especially so when the group had made their choices and we discussed 
these together – I was pleasantly surprised when P7 children were coming to some of the same conclusions as 
first year undergraduates! 
 

Following my first forays into working with schools I do not intend them to be my last, and we plan to work on the 
foundations that we’ve built through Widening Participation. Following a meeting with Douglas Roberts, SCA Edu-
cation Development Officer, we plan to put the workshop content online as a tool that can be taken up by teachers 
– with an introduction to what an archive is, pathways into the Curriculum for Excellence, copies of the images that 
we used and a ‘viewpoint from the archivist’ on which images we would keep and why. I was also reassured that 
we may be more effective choosing to stay small and work within our means – effective educational outreach does 
not have to involve formulating an ambitious, subject-focused series of lesson plans! On reflection, I would like to 
introduce more original physical items to future workshops. Although high quality colour copies worked well for this 
particular activity, nothing really substitutes for the ‘actual thing’ in communicating the physical and imaginative 
connections to the past that an archive invokes – connections that we want to pass on well into the future! 
 

Serena Fredrick: serena.fredrick@ed.ac.uk, Ruth Honeybone: ruth.honeybone@ed.ac.uk 
Louise Williams: louise.williams@ed.ac.uk  

Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh nurses with ‘Peter’ the pelican in Edinburgh Zoo on his adoption in 1972 
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The Scottish Council on Archives has published its final report 
on the education pilot projects it has been undertaking for the 
past couple of years. The projects sought to explore and exem-
plify the diversity of education and outreach work in Scottish 
archives. They brought together local schools with local ar-
chives, devising projects based on a range of archive records 
including wartime and Victorian letters, local maps and photo-
graphs, deeds and seals, recruitment posters, employment and 
census records. Each project addressed outcomes from the 
Scottish Curriculum for Excellence as well as showcasing the 
value of our archive collections and the work of the archivists, 
conservators, staff and volunteers who care for them. 
 

The projects also investigated the issues facing archivists who 
undertake education and outreach work. Three central con-
cerns emerged: finance, time and expertise. While most ar-
chive staff have a responsibility to engage with education and 
outreach amongst their other duties, and are enthusiastic about 
sharing their unique skills and insight into their collections, 
many felt ill-equipped to create relevant education materials or 
to work effectively with teachers and children. In addition there 
was often little money in budgets for education work, and little 
time to devote to it. 
 

Consequently, the next stage of the Scottish Council on Ar-
chives’ work in education has been to devise a series of one-
day practical training workshops for staff in basic aspects of 
education and outreach work. In 2013 the workshops on en-
quiry learning and using drama and active learning approaches 
were both very well attended, and in 2014 the Hitch-hiker’s 
Guide to the Scottish Curriculum was so popular that it is being 
repeated in November. Further information about upcoming 
workshops can be found at www.scottisharchives.org.uk/
educationworkshops.  
 

Alongside these training days the education pages at 
www.scottisharchives.org.uk/education are being updated and 
augmented to provide support and follow-up materials, links to 
archives education sites, exemplars of good practice and plan-
ning guides drawn from the education workshops. There is 
much good work already happening in archives education 
throughout Scotland and the building and sharing of this work is 
vital if the opportunities offered by the Scottish curriculum are 
to be fully realised by the whole archives sector.  
 

The Scottish Council on Archives’ education officer is Douglas 
Roberts, a qualified teacher, writer and education consultant. 
Douglas is facilitating the current programme of education 
workshops and the development of website content. He is also 
available to archive services in Scotland looking for advice and 
assistance with their education work. He can be contacted at 
d.roberts@scottisharchives.org.uk.  
 
Images shown here were taken during the five pilot projects. 
More pictures and further information is available at: http://
www.scottisharchives.org.uk/education/pilotprojects.  

BUILDING CAPACITY 
Education Work from the  

Scottish Council on Archives 



Glasgow City Archives, houses the largest local authority archive in Scot-
land with collections dating back to the 12th Century. These include a rich 
archival heritage of Glasgow City, it’s surrounding areas as well as rec-
ords of international and national significance. Such extensive collections 
mean there is plenty of scope for educational use, and we are keen to pro-
mote our services amongst schools and colleges.  
 

We already have a high number of university students visiting the search-
room to consult historic architectural plans, private papers from local land-
ed families and records relating to welfare and social history. However ed-
ucational visits from younger age groups can be elusive. Given that the 
archive has so much material that could be beneficial for their learning, not 
to mention appropriate to curriculum targets, we are actively encouraging 
engagement in this area. 

Over the years, with the records of over 300 Glasgow schools, our almost failsafe 
sources for previous visits of schoolchildren has been admission registers and the 
head teacher logbooks. Although such visits have largely been successful, more 
and more teachers are seeking records to fit a theme and we’re finding a more top-
ic-based approach can be more rewarding.  
 

For example the theme of social class division resulted in great feedback and sub-
sequent visits from a local secondary school. When given the opportunity to read 
about the lives of those stricken by poverty within the poor relief applications, and 
the more privileged lives represented in the correspondence, diaries and photo-
graphs of family members of the Smiths of Jordanhill, it was terrific to hear the dis-
cussion these first hand sources prompted amongst older school children. 
 

The 'hot topic' with teachers at the moment (not surprisingly given the centenary 
commemoration) is WW1. We hold a number of sources that help set the scene for 
the period. Many children respond well to visual sources, and photographs of street 
scenes and of children at work and play from surveys carried out around 1916 are 
certainly popular during visits. However more text based sources such as the Glas-
gow Corporation’s WW1 Roll of Honour, menus of officers and those of the lower 
ranks of regiments raised by the Glasgow Corporation, and voter’s rolls have also 

proved successful. During 
one visit when pupils were 
focusing on a particular 
street during the war, as 
well as ordnance survey 
maps, we were able to 
show building plans of 
tenements where men 
listed in the Roll of Hon-
our had lived. 
 

It has been heartening attending the instructive Scottish 
Council on Archives’ education workshops to find that this 
was the sort of approach that the Council’s Education De-
velopment Officer was recommending. We'll certainly be 
looking to develop other themes, for example the Clyde 
(using shipping plans from shipbuilding collections like 
Fairfields, photographs from the Clyde Navigation Trust 
and lithographs of the river bridges). We’re hopeful that we 
can build on contacts made in our involvement with the 
SCA Education Pilot and look forward to more school chil-
dren visits to the archives. 

By NERYS TUNNICLIFFE 
Archivist, Glasgow City Archives  

 

 

HOT TOPIC 
ENCOURAGING ENGAGEMENT 

Images: Glasgow Corporation street traffic album, 1914 . An exam-
ple of the visual resources utilised during education visits. 



STORY BOX: A WHALER’S TALE 
 
Sarah Chapman and Lynsey McNab are Learning & Outreach Officers at the Special Collections Centre 
(SCC), University of Aberdeen. They work with schools, families and the public to increase access to the 
University’s rare books and archive collections. For 2013’s Explore Your Archive campaign they worked 
with a local school on a Story Box project. In this article they discuss how an open-ended approach can in-
spire creativity and could potentially be useful to archives with limited staff resources. 
 
When the Story Box theme was announced by the Explore Your Archive Campaign, we immediately recog-
nised it as an opportunity to work with schools in a way that was new to us. The Story Box idea, with its ex-
citing title and its emphasis on narratives within archive collections, provided the perfect hook for doing an 
open-ended project in which we could see just how far an archive might go in sparking children’s creativity. 
 
The collection we used for our Story Box was the journals, scrapbook and notebook of Peterhead whaler 
David Cardno. Cardno’s story, beginning with his childhood stowaway adventures on whaling ships bound 
for the Arctic and ending with his three year solo stint as the manager of an Arctic whaling station, is an ex-
citing and vivid resource which easily captures the imaginations of adults and children alike.  
 
The project started with a visit by Kittybrewster Primary School’s P7 class to get to know the Story Box col-
lection and take part in some introductory activities. This first session was essential for the children to un-
derstand that they were dealing with items written by a real person about events that actually happened. 
After examining the original documents the pupils used drama, craft and illustration to recreate and interpret 
some of Cardno’s experiences. Once back at school the class used facsimile copies of the collection to de-
velop their own project and creative outcomes.  
 
After the initial workshop at SCC the project was entirely teacher and pupil-led with occasional support from 
us. The pupils took a cross-curricular approach to the material, using it to explore several different curricu-
lum areas including maths, science, social studies and geography. An example of the creative approach 
taken by the class was the pitching of a tent in the school grounds (background image) to imitate the shel-
ters used by the Inuit of Baffin Island during their summer migrations. As well as being a great team building 
exercise and providing an insight into Inuit life, this was also an applied maths lesson about angles and ten-
sions!  
 
The pupils were given the opportunity to create an artistic outcome of their own choosing, which SCC would 
display. A wide variety of media were available to the class including web, video, performance and 2D and 
3D exhibition. They chose to curate their own exhibition of work produced at school. A private view was 
held in The Sir Duncan Rice Library and the exhibition was open to the public for the duration of Explore 
Your Archive Week.  
 
The open-ended nature of this project allowed pupils to make decisions about their own learning, something 
which is encouraged by the Curriculum for Excellence. It was also an opportunity to test how well archives 
are suited to this type of approach and the diversity of responses they can inspire. For ourselves, the pro-
ject was also a challenge in that it inverted the traditional teaching model of expert and learner, requiring us 
to relinquish control over both the interpretation of our collection and the outcome of the project. The result 
was a wealth of inspiring teaching and creativity which has since provided the basis for a web-based activity 
pack to accompany our regular Story Box schools workshop.  The success of the Story Box project has led 
to another school signing up to do their own Story Box exhibition for this year’s Explore Your Archive week.  
 
Part of the success of this project was due to the fact that SCC has the staff resources to both orchestrate 
and deliver a project of this scale. However we feel that this model, of using a strong archive as the catalyst 
for an open-ended project in which the school carries out the bulk of the decision-making and creative direc-
tion, is one that could be used successfully by organisations with limited staff resources. Apart from the ini-
tial contact session with the class and the provision of facsimiles for use back at school, the time and effort 
required by archive staff can be minimal. Speaking from our experience, this input is far outweighed by the 
value of the learning experience for all involved. 
 

By SARAH CHAPMAN & LYNSEY MCNAB 
Learning & Outreach Officers 

Special Collections Centre, University of Aberdeen  



THE HARD VROCHT GRUN 
Archives in Cross-curricular Education 

During the previous ‘Homecoming Scotland’ in 2009, 
the Heritage Education Partnership was formed in Ab-
erdeenshire, comprising officers from archives, regis-
trars, libraries, museums and arts development. The 
purpose was simple and two-fold: to make the respec-
tive collections more accessible to the general public 
and to use them to support education services. 
 

Since 2010, the Partnership has worked directly with 
schools, run training and development sessions for 
teachers, volunteers and cultural professionals and pro-
duced resources for schools and researchers. From its 
earliest days, the arts were seen as a key, if unassum-
ing, binding agent through which to link the different 
services, and as a useful device for engaging children 
and young people in sometimes difficult and confusing 
histories; consequently arts activities have often run 
hand in hand with the programmes. 
 

In 2011/12 the Partnership produced the ‘Paper Treas-
ure’ packs for Primary schools, which took three topics 
pertinent to the North-east – the ‘Muckle Spate’ of 
1829, the Sellars Family of Huntly (from village black-
smiths to agricultural engineers of international repute) 
and the story of the Banff Volunteers in the 1790s – 
and used them to introduce children to the world of lo-
cal history and to ways of researching the past. To ac-
company the resource, several schools were invited to 
participate in an arts activity with Puppetry Animation 
Scotland, which allowed them to successfully reinforce 
and demonstrate their learning with high calibre artists. 
The cross-discipline approach was very much in keep-
ing with the ethos and requirements of Curriculum for 
Excellence. For example, the introduction to the Ex-
pressive Arts section includes the lines, ‘My learning in, 
through and about the Expressive Arts: 
 

- Provides opportunities for me to deepen my under-
standing of culture in Scotland and the wider world 
- Is enhanced and enriched through partnerships with 
professional companies, creative adults and cultural 
organisations.’ 
 

Schools were permitted to use either one of the ‘off-the-
shelf’ narratives from the packs or to use the methodol-
ogy of the project research to explore their own topic. 
Of the four schools, two used the story of the ‘Muckle 
Spate’, one charted the career of ‘The Reaper’ (the cur-
rent Scottish Fisheries Museum vessel) which was built 
in their village in 1902 and the other studied the life of 
Scottish Paralympian David Heddle, a native of their 
town. The pupils conducted research, met with col-
leagues from across the Partnership and created ap-

propriate puppets, props, sets and scripts. Some pupils 
worked with shadow puppetry, some with handmade 
theatres and marionettes and some included live action.  
All of the work was exciting, fresh and engaging and the 
pupils shared the results with families, peers and edu-
cation staff at a public performance in Fraserburgh. 
 

Following the success of the ‘Paper Treasure’ resource, 
the Partnership agreed to produce something similar for 
Secondary students and to this end they focussed on 
the theme of the impact of World War One on the North
-east of Scotland. The project, with funding gratefully 
received from the Heritage Lottery Fund, commenced in 
2012. For the new project, titled ‘The Hard Vrocht 
Grun’ (a Doric phrase that relates to the toil required to 
work farm land but also is a reference to winning 
ground on the battlefields of Europe and elsewhere) the 
process has again been to develop a series of Topics – 
in this case ‘Objection and Exemption’, ‘Work, Food 
and Poverty in Wartime’ and ‘Loss, Return and Com-
memoration’ – and to attach ‘bundles’ of facsimiles of 
original documents to these to encourage conversation 
and investigation; the packs then guide students to-
wards independent research using the heritage facilities 
and personnel – whether council, trust or third sector – 
around the region. The packs include detailed links to 
relevant sections of Curriculum for Excellence and have 
useful guides for teachers as well as students. Similar-
ly, there is an arts element built into the project wherein 
four practitioners will take the Hard Vrocht Grun into 
different Secondary schools to again extend and reveal 
the learning. To test the value of these interventions 
there will be a diversity of approaches in the schools 
that will see: 
 

- A drama practitioner working with a network librarian 
and English and History departments in Meldrum Acad-
emy 
- A visual artist working with the History department at 
Banff Academy 
- A visual artist working with the Arts department at 
Mackie Academy and 
- A puppeteer working with a network librarian and His-
tory department at Inverurie Academy. 
 

Again it is intended that there will be a sharing of the 
work to mark the launch of the resource in mid-
November, which will then see hard-copies in every Ab-
erdeenshire Secondary school and on-line through 
GLOW and the North-east Folklore Archive. 
 

By DAVID ATHERTON 
Arts Education Officer, Aberdeenshire Council 



In November 2013, Portobello High School in Edinburgh 
decided to mark Remembrance Day with a week of in-
terdisciplinary activities connected with the First World 
War. Classes throughout the school enjoyed lessons 
centred on this theme. Pupils researched life in the 
trenches and built a version of one in the History De-
partment. Those attending PE practiced WW1 drills, the 
Maths Department featured ‘decoding’, while the Eng-
lish and the Expressive Arts Departments supported 
pupils creating their own poetry, exhibitions and music. 
The school then held its own memorial service centred 
on its Roll of Honour.  
 

The week was so successful that teachers were keen to 
develop this approach over the next four years. One of 
the developments in 2014 has been a successful part-
nership with BBC Radio Scotland who were looking for 
a school to work with for a major series about WW1. 
The result is a five-part series called ‘The School That 
Went to War’ which examines the Great War through 

the fresh eyes of the pupils as they track the lives of sol-
diers and families from their own community.  
 

Over the course of the year, through archive research, 
interviews with historians and a journey to the battle-
fields of France and Flanders, the pupils have discov-
ered how their community was changed by the war. The 
series is based on the pupils’ lines of enquiry and per-
sonal experiences. The topics they have covered are 
recruitment, life in the trenches, life on the home front, 
the lives of nurses and conscientious objectors, and 
their own visits to the cemeteries in northern Europe. 
 

The use of archives and accessible online resources 
has played a major role in the success of this project. 
The school librarian and teachers from the History De-
partment prepared a research activity for those keen to 
find out more about former pupils who died in the war. 
The teachers started with the school’s Roll of Honour 
and narrowed down the list of names to those that could 
be traced. They then invited the pupils to start with the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission, family history 
and historical newspaper websites to gather basic facts.  

The school librarian then introduced the pupils to a key 
primary source held in-house: the headmaster’s log 
book that covered the war years. The school’s transcrip-
tion of the record gave them their first taste of working 
with original records, and access to detailed information 
about the life of their school and local community at the 
time. This information inspired the pupils to ask further 
questions, open up new story lines for investigation, and 
have the confidence to work with other Edinburgh librar-
ies, museums and archives to help them in their journey 
of discovery.  
 

The National Records of Scotland is pleased to have 
been one of the archives approached to support the pu-
pils’ research. A group of S1, S3 and S5 year pupils vis-
ited us to study records relating to two local men, Wil-
liam Baillie and Charles McCreadie Mabon. The pupils 
had never visited an archive before or faced the many 
challenges of working with original records but they sur-
prised themselves in their ability to read the handwriting 
and in their reactions to how these men were prepared 
to face the consequences of their actions. Both men 
applied for exemption from military service - William was 
a conscientious objector and was opposed to armed 
conflict while Charles wished to continue in his job as a 
baker supplying bread in the local area. Both men suf-
fered hardships but did survive the war. The BBC rec-
orded the pupils’ workshop for use in Part 4 of the radio 
series. 
 

The success of this approach is evident when you hear 
the pupils express their own thoughts and opinions 
about this period of history. It comes alive for them as 
they piece the stories together, uncover the sacrifices 
made by members of their local community and make 
connections between names on their Roll of Honour and 
the graves in France. We wish the school every success 
with their week of events this month (November 2014). 
The five-part series, broadcast on BBC Radio Scotland, 
is available on iPlayer. 

By MARGARET MCBRYDE 
Education Services, National Records of Scotland 

THE SCHOOL THAT WENT TO WAR  
A MODEL FOR SUCCESS 
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1 Archivists should not under-estimate the value of 

what they offer. ‘Good History’ (which will survive cur-
riculum changes) teaches a pupil the core values of 
historical research: to be both sceptical and informed, 
and to question historical sources as well as to under-

stand the context in which they were created.  
 

2 The tangible resources provided by archaeology, 

museums and archives provide the basis for good sto-

ries – and it’s the stories that pupils remember. 
 

3 Consult a teacher to ensure the content of your ses-

sion is relevant and to assist in managing the class it-
self. If you can find someone predisposed to archives 

and history then you’ve hit the jackpot! 
 

4 We focus on the history curriculum when we could 

be teaching archival skills: reading old handwriting, 
learning research skills, archival theory and oral history 
recording, even cataloguing. The archive itself might 

benefit directly from this type of session. 
 

5 Our audiences are changing and are not limited to 

schools: part of our role is to help people to access ar-
chives, and ‘people’ may include family historians, lo-
cal community groups and, given new Government pri-
orities to promote equality and tackle poverty and so-
cial exclusion, the unemployed, those with mental and 

physical problems etc. 
 

   
 

  BY ALISON DIAMOND 
  CHAIR, ALES 

 

6 Curriculum changes in Scotland mean that schools 

are positively encouraged to collaborate with external 
partners. Collaboration requires a community of ex-
perts and educators; so archivists and teachers have 

complimentary, equally valuable skills. 
 

7 Archivists are a ‘living resource’ and guardians of 

authenticity, with a particular expertise in understand-

ing an archive and the significance of its arrangement.  
 

8 There are skills that archivists can learn to assist 

them in devising and leading activities based on their 
archival resources, which can give archivists the confi-

dence to use their archives. 
 

9 Archivists are not teachers but they are expert wit-

nesses and bring something different to the classroom: 
knowledge, skills, unique experience and enthusiasm – 

students will see and respond to that passion.  
 

10 Structuring a successful learning experience re-

quires specific knowledge of learning and pupils’ devel-
opment. Some archivists can and do learn these skills; 
others lack the desire or the time to do so. Is there a 
role in archives for Learning Officers who deliver on 

behalf of curators as in museums?  
 

For further information on ALES please contact Alison 
at alison.diamond@nas.gov.uk, visit the website here 

or the blog here.  

ARCHIVIST AS TEACHER? 

Top Ten Tips from the 2014 Archives for Learning 

and Education Section (ALES) of the Archives 

and Records Association conference: ‘The Ar-

chivist as Teacher’. 

mailto:alison.diamond@nas.gov.uk
http://www.archives.org.uk/si-aelg/section-for-archives-for-education-and-learning.html
http://archivelearning.blogspot.com/


 

 

Archives can bring history alive for students, whatever 
their age. Whether you are looking for a copy of Wil-
liam Shakespeare’s will to show students, planning a 

visit to an archive or looking for research material relat-
ing to the First World War, Discovery can help you.  

 

The National Archives (UK) recently launched a new version of Discovery, our 
catalogue, which now helps users to search, browse and tag 32 million record 

descriptions for thousands of collections in over 2,500 archives. Tagging 
makes finding records easier and you can use names, subjects or any other 
type of description to tag records. Popular tags include ‘research suez canal 

1954’ and ‘a level – chartism’. 

As well as The National Archives own catalogue data, Discovery now incorpo-
rates information from National Register of Archives (NRA), Directory of ar-

chives (ARCHON), Access to Archives (A2A) and Manorial Documents Regis-
ter (MDR). This includes information about collections held in over 250 ar-

chives in Scotland. 

Discovery will continue to be enhanced and we are 
always keen to receive feedback about what works 

and what could be improved.  

DISCOVERING 

OVER 1,000 

YEARS OF  

HISTORY  

FIND OUT MORE: 
 

http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ 
 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
archives-sector/finding-archives.htm 

 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
education/ 
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In October, the University of Glasgow Archive Services learned that our application 
to the Heritage Lottery Fund's Collecting Cultures programme in May 2014 had 
been successful. The collecting cultures programme was established by the HLF 
and launched in 2007 to allow organisations to add to their core collections through 
strategic purchases. Initially designed for museums, in 2013 it was announced that 
Collecting Cultures was back and extended to include archives and libraries. Ar-
chive Services are delighted to be the first archive in Scotland to receive funds un-
der this programme and hope share our experience with the rest of the sector. 
 

Our project Darning Scotland’s textile collections: recording, identifying and expand-
ing knowledge about Scotland’s textile heritage will enhance the University of Glas-
gow’s extensive collection of records relating to the Scottish textile industry. We 
have been awarded £91,800 from the Heritage Lottery Fund to develop our textile 
collections. The money will be used as part of the Darning Scotland's Textile Herit-
age project to add items such as fabric sample books catalogues, industry tools, 
and clothes made from 19th and 20th century textiles and theatre costumes. 
 

Our textile collections already help inform the research and teaching at the Universi-
ty of Glasgow and beyond. As part of the project a broad-reaching engagement plan 
will enable many more people to learn about and research the Scottish textile indus-
try through training, exhibitions and digital resources. Dr Anita Quye, Centre for Tex-
tile Conservation and Technical Art History at the University of Glasgow and Klaus 
Staubermann, National Museums of Scotland, said: 
 

“This is excellent news for research projects like ReCREATE, funded by the Royal 
Society of Scotland to bring new historical perspectives on the art and science of 
Scottish textile-making. These fantastic archives at the University of Glasgow are 
crucial for deepening and enriching our appreciation of Scotland’s magnificent tex-
tile heritage.” 
 

Darning Scotland’s Textile Heritage will run from 2015 to 2019 and focuses on the 
archival and material heritage of Scotland’s textile industry. The project will identify 
strategic gaps and opportunities for extending these collections through acquisition. 
Later it will deliver a programme of activities including exhibitions, seminars and in-
terpretative resources to promote engagement with collections, record and share 
knowledge of the collections and industry, and learn about the Scottish textile indus-
try. 
 

Our Scottish Business Archive contains over 130 textile collections and these pro-
vide evidence of Scotland’s rich and diverse textile heritage, from weaving and sew-
ing in the home, to full scale mechanized factory textile production. These resources 
help shed light on the entire lifecycle of textiles; from their design, production and 
manufacture, through their sale as a raw material, to their use in fashion, furnish-
ings, theatre costume and as industrial textiles. This project is an excellent oppor-
tunity to celebrate the domestic innovation and global connections of Scotland’s tex-
tile industry. 
 
Images used here are from a United Turkey Red Co. Ltd Sample Book (1875-1888). 

 

By KIARA KING 
Archivist, University of Glasgow Archive Services 

DARNING SCOTLAND’S  

TEXTILE COLLECTIONS 



The Scottish Council on Archives has recently released a new version of its popular Records Retention 
Schedules resource.  First issued in 2010 and 2011, the schedules have been spruced up and are now 
accompanied by an explanatory guidance document intended to assist newcomers to records manage-
ment in getting the best out of the resource.  
 
The housekeeping work carried out on the schedules themselves included: 
 A review against recent legislative changes by Keith Batchelor of Batchelor Associates; 
 Analysis of comments, queries and feedback received since the original schedules were issued, 

coupled with a consultation exercise; 
 Gap analysis and collation of amendments by Henry Sullivan of Edinburgh City Council and Frank 

Rankin of IG Scotland 
 
In parallel, Frank Rankin was commissioned to draft a guidance document, which aims to provide a plain-
English explanation of how the schedules can be applied in organisations. 
 
As before, the scope of the schedules covers the functions of a Scottish local authority. But as the guid-
ance explains, the schedules still serve as a potentially valuable resource for records management for a 
range of public and private organisations. The guidance includes ‘maps’ with suggestions of those ele-
ments of the schedules may serve as a starting point for bodies in different sectors. 
 
The release of the resources is timely, given the ongoing work of hundreds of Scottish public authorities to 
meet the requirements of the Public Records (Scotland) Act 2011. 
 
Dr Irene O’Brien, Chair of the Council, said “The resources we have committed to the revised schedules 
and the new guidance demonstrate the ongoing commitment of the Scottish Council on Archives to sup-
porting effective record-keeping in Scotland and beyond. We trust they will continue to be a useful tool to 
seasoned records managers and those new to the task.” 

SCARRS 2.0 
A RENEWED RM RESOURCE FOR SCOTLAND AND BEYOND 

The schedules and guidance can be found at:  

http://www.scottisharchives.org.uk/scarrs 

http://www.scottisharchives.org.uk/scarrs
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