
The Anna Case 
Workshop package for P4-P7 pupils from the Heritage Hub in Hawick, 
covering Citizenship, Drama and Social Studies 
 
The Heritage Hub in Hawick is pleased to offer a complete package of workshops for 
the coming term based on the 'Anna Case', a fascinating dispute over a piece of 
common ground that took place in Jedburgh in 1846. The Anna Case resource is an 
opportunity for pupils to develop a variety of skills and knowledge using unique 
historical material from the Scottish Borders. 
 
The Anna Case - background 
The Anna Case is a unique historical document that has survived from 1846, and it 
tells the story of a dispute which at one time was the talk of the Borders.  In the 
document real people from the town of Jedburgh tell their memories of all the 
things people used to do on 'The Anna', a piece of common ground at the foot of the 
town.   These include drying and bleaching clothes, breaking stones for road-making, 
drying seeds, exercising horses, tumbling performances and much, much more.  
Pupils will find themselves in the middle of a battle between the inhabitants of the 
town who use the Anna to carry out their livelihoods, and Mr Deans the gardener, 
who has bought the Anna and wants to enclose it to develop his nursery.    Providing 
a wealth of social detail that brings Borders history to life, the Anna Case is ideal for 
teachers working on a Victorians project, and also those who are looking for ways to 
incorporate citizenship and drama work into their term. 
 
Curriculum links 
The key curricular areas covered by the workshop are Citizenship, Drama, and Social 
Studies, as well as core Literacy and English.  An entire breakdown of Curriculum for 
Excellence experiences and outcomes covered by the workshops is available from 
the Heritage Hub - email archives@scotborders.gov.uk for a copy. 
 
The workshops 
1) Introductory session.  Delivered through GLOW meet.  Education staff from the 
Heritage Hub will meet with pupils through GLOW and introduce them to the 
Heritage Hub archive, building and collections, to prepare them for a visit to the Hub 
itself.  The session is interactive, with opportunities for pupils to ask questions.  
Session length: 1/2 hour. 
 
2) Main session.  Delivered at the Heritage Hub.  Pupils will be transported back 
through time to the world of the Anna Case, which is brought to life through a series 
of drama activities.  Pupils will receive a tour of the building and be introduced to 
relevant archive material.  The session will conclude with a courtroom scenario in 
which pupils take on the roles of the people who appear in the Anna Case.  Session 
led by education staff from the Heritage Hub.*  Session length: approx. 2 hours. 
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3) Follow-up sessions.  Delivered in the classroom or through GLOW meet.  Led by 
education staff from the Heritage Hub, and lasting between 1 and 1 ½ hours each.  
Teachers can choose any combination of the three follow-up sessions: 
 A - Social History.  This session will delve more deeply into the activities carried out 
on the Anna, allowing pupils to discover what daily life was like in a Borders town in 
the Victorian period.  Themes include public health and sanitation as well as jobs and 
livelihoods. 
B - Citizenship.  Pupils will discuss the arguments on both sides of the Anna Case.  
Original sources will include newspaper coverage of the case, as well as material 
from the Anna Case itself.  Pupils learn will learn more about common land and will 
be able to relate the discussions of the Anna Case to their own local areas.  Themes 
will include rights and responsibilities of citizens and community.  
C - Sources of Evidence.  Pupils will learn new investigation techniques as they 
research the real people mentioned in the Anna Case, using material such as 
censuses, old parish records and other archival and local history records.  Themes 
covered will include different types of sources, and how to interpret historical 
evidence. 
 
Age range 
The workshops are suitable for P4-P7 pupils. 
 
To arrange a set of Anna Case workshops, or if you have any questions, contact the 
Heritage Hub (telephone 01450 360 699 or email archives@scotborders.gov.uk.).  All 
the workshops are free. 
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