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TOWH CLERK:
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Councillor Maxton,
Beachwood ,
Gatealde Road,
BARRHEAD,

Daar Councillor MaxXxtomn,
On behalf of the Provostk, kMagistrates and
Councillors T have to extend to you thelr deepest syupathy in the
irreparable loas which wyou and the Country have suffered by the death
of vour brother Mr. James Maxton.
¥ B,
Yours very sincerely,

H (‘.- J'-r.:'.qlu-t'*\-'!-.\-l-jl-{'—

Towvn Cleri.

Letter to
James
Maxton’s wife
offering
sympathy
following his
death.
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Maxton’s Legacy

N July 23rd, 1946, our comrade, James Maxton, died
at his home at Largs after a long illness.

To readers of this paper it is not necessary to dwell

upon the unique qualities, both political and personal,

of our late comrade. Along with Keir Hardie, the

name of James Maxton now “belongs to the ages.”

Elsewhere in this issue, a fitting personal tribute i8
paid. What the “immortal memory” of Robert Burns
has long signified for Scots in general, is, also, the
significance of the “immortal memory” of James
Maxton, not only to all who knew him, but also in the
memories of men and women of all lands.

It is given to a few rare souls, amongst whom James
Maxton was surely one, to have “the world for their
parish” whilst they lived. For such men, as the old
Greek orator once proclaimed, “the whole world is
their sepulchre.” Their memory enriches the collective
experience of the entire human race.

More than this it would be superfluous to add here
with regard to the personal qualities of James Maxton.

From the standpoint of socialist politics there
remains, however, something more to be said. Unless
our whole interpretation of the man and of his epoch
is entirely at faulr, the political career of Maxton
centred around two fundamental political concep-
tions: fundamental ideas which he spent a life-time
preaching and advocating with all the resources of his
unrivalled eloquence and with all the charm of his

on. MN.3

T'o the cdefence and promulgation of these ideas Maxton
devated a lifetime on the public platform and in Parliament.
And, in the struggle against the growing tendency of com-
promise in the wider Labour movement, Maxton ceased to
be merely an unusually eloquent speaker and became the
moral censcience of British Socialism in an era of general
amoralism, apathy and wholesale cynicism,

In the Labour Party, in the Coek-Maxton campaign, in the
LL.P. after disaffiliation, he fought unceasingly an aposiolic
fight for 1he pure integral principles of International Sociaiism
unpoiluted by worldly success.

No less pronounced was his belief in the histerically essential
role of the minority viewpoint in political life and thought.
The minority, however temporarily unpopular and however
unfashionable its views might be, is the custodian of the future:
its ideas, far ahead of the current stream, contain within them-
selves the prumiﬁu of the future and cannot, accordingly, be
assessed by the merely Philistine method of counting the votes
cast in their favour,

All progress, hitherto, has begun with minorities. Tn saying
this there is nothing incompatible with the true concept of
democracy, Doubtless, Maxton was a life-long democrat very
largely because it is only in a democracy that minorities can
flourish articulately.

In no totalitarian state, whether of the “Right” or the “Left,”
could 2 Maxton survive! Throughout his entire palitical life,
James Maxton repudiated in word and in deed the well-known
axiom of Napoleon—Providence is cn the side of the big
battalions.” :

Rather did he make his life morto that other Napoleonic
axiom—“The moral is to the material as three to one.” It was
from this angle that, in his last years, Maxton approached the
rile of the TI.P. and its current relationship with the mass
Labour movement.

On July 23rd, 1946, the world and world Socialism lost a
great man who was, first of all, a great comrade. Such men
are not easily replaced.

Politicians are two-a-penny; Cabinet Ministers come and go;
history soon loses sight of the popular idols of the day. But
men of heroic moral proportions are few and far between,

Hitherto, the British Labour movement has known only two

Newspaper
article
written
about
James
Maxton at
the time of
his death.



James Maxton

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

@ This article needs additional citations for verification. Please help improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources.
Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. (November 2071)

James Maxton (22 June 1885 — 23 July 1946) was a Scottish socialist politician, and leader of the Independent Labour Party. A James Maxton
prominent proponent of Home Rule for Scotland '] he is remembered as one of the leading figures of the Red Clydeside era. :
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Biography [edi]

Early years [edit] Member of Parliament

for Glasgow Bridgeton
Born in the then burgh of Pollokshaws (now Pollok, Glasgow) in 1885, James Maxton was the son of two schoolteachers. He would In office
himself later enter that profession after his education at Hutchesons' Grammar School and the University of Glasgow. 15 November 1922 — 23 July 1945

James Maxton Wikipedia entry



A il E— ———

GENERAL ELECTION, 1918,

Bridg;&tnn l.-"ﬂ.ﬂiﬂm entary
Division.

CANDIDATURE

JAS. MAXTON

HlAl"

LABOUR CANDIDATE.

TO THE ELECTORS.

BIE Carmoass Hoad, CLassdw,

D S on Mapas,

As the adopted Labour Candidate for the Dridgeton Division in
Purlinment, T have pleasure in sobmitting my views on some of the peoblems
that demanid immesdinte solution if the people are to lave that f i andd
comfort that has besn absent in the past from oor lives,

I have devoted all my onergles sinee attaining manhood to the serviee of
the Working Class Movement. [ have been a membor of the Tndepondont
Labour Party, the Cooperative Movement, amil the Trade Union Movemeni.

I have hold responsible offices as Chairman of the Imdepewdent Taboar
Party in Seotland, nx Vies Choirman of the Soottish Labour Poarty and as n
member of the National Execntives of both the LLT. and the Labour 'E".:|.|11'|:'.

I hove been nn aetive worker in the cause of Education, mnd the interests
of the chililren amd of the teashers will always be of primary importance to
o)LL

I hope that my rocord of work for the workors of Scotland. and the
programme [ submit now for your approval, will secire me your sapport at
the fortheoming Parliamentary. Election.

1 am, Yours fratcranily,

JAMES MAXTON.

James Maxton
Election pledge



James Maxton ¥ Primary Sources ¥

James Maxton was born in Glasgow, Scotland, in 1885. Both his parents were
schoolteachers and he was encouraged to have an academic career. After being
educated at Hutchesons Grammar School and Glasgow University he became a
schoolteacher in the city. Converted to socialism by speakers such as James Keil
Hardie, Philip Snowden and Ramsay MacDonald, Maxton joined the
Independent Labour Party.

Maxton was involved in the formation of teachers’ unions in Scotland including
the Educational Institute of Scotland and the Scottish Socialist Teachers' Society
With John Maclean, Maxton gave lectures on politics and economics in the
Scottish Labour College.

Maxton began working closely with other socialists in Glasgow including John
Wheatley, Emanuel Shinwell, David Kirkwood, William Gallacher, John Muir, Tom Johnston, Jimmie
Stewart, Neil Maclean, George Hardie, George Buchanan and James Welsh.

By 1912 Maxton was the leading figure in the Independent Labour Party in Scotland. Like most member:
of the ILP, Maxton opposed Britain's involvement in the First World War. As a pacifist he refused to be
conscripted into the armed forces. Maxton was also involved in organizing strikes in the shipyards,
engineering and munitions factories. Dismissed as a teacher he was arrested in 1916 and charged with
sedition. Found guilty, he was imprisoned for a year.

Maxton was defeated in the 1918 General Election and for the next four years was Divisional Organizer
for the Independent Labour Party and a member of the Glasgow Education Authority.

In the 1922 General Election Maxton was elected as MP for Bridgeton, Glasgow. Also successful were
several other militant socialists based in Glasgow including John Wheatley, Emanuel Shinwell, David
Kirkwood, John Muir, Tom Johnston, Jimmie Stewart, Neil Maclean, George Hardie, George Buchanan
and James Welsh. The Clydesiders were constant critics of the moderate policies of Ramsay MacDonald.
Maxton was also abusive about members of the Conservative Party and was several times suspended
from the House of Comments for his comments.

Passage
about
James
Maxton
written
and
published
on the
Internet



MAXTON’S

TH.E‘}EMNE af Maxtan,
M P in the Howse of Com-
mons on Oclober dih, haos been
widely guated cnd commented on
th e press bal no gaper faes pobe
lighed the speech fn full. Sefow

we give o verbaiim report of fhe
apeech as reporied in Honsard.

"1 rise to 6oy a fow words on
the maiters bofore the House. 1
and those who sit with me made,
more than & weelk ago, an un=
equivocal announcement to the
country that if war fock place
we woald be o oppositlen to
that war and wu:-uicf take pvery
step that lay within our power
fo bring it fo a speedy emd.

We did that with much heart-
searching, knowing exactly what

GREAT ANTI-WAR SPEECH

such & step meant, Enowing how
we should be depided and chosed
frarm piller to post and misrepre-
setted

We did 1t because we belhieve
ihat war iz the one great ower-
viding  evil  that
humanit bas 1o
face. I have
avery sympathy
with Crechoslovakis
a3 much a5 other
people have, We
have as much sym-
pathy particularly
for  the  working-
ciaza  Crechs as
pther peaple.

We hawve the same
gymipathy for them
&5 wa had !'n:llr tha

ople of  Belgiuim
}:: 1F91'I. (ETELS WE. did
ot see Thal as the
lagLie,

We saw that the
war im 1804 was
foaght for 41 vears
as oowar boend war;
o e e
thnt. was o
a8 4 war 1o n&e
this land §it for
heroes. amd it did
met do that. It was
a war fought for
democraey, and it
did not do that, be-
cause to-day the big
menace with which we are
confrented arises from the
fuct that the aftermath of the
last War was not (he spread of
democracy in Ea bt the
creation of morg tors.

10 MILLION LIVES LOST.

Wo saw our own country
enter ioto that war as o deoko-
cracy, and within a short time
turned into a military dictator-
ship—od @ necessity., An hon
Member opposite=1 am nopt sure

Transcript of a
speech written
and delivered by
James Maxton
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