
‘Bringing It Home’ 
learning resource 
produced by Hawick
Heritage Hub.

A learning 
experience for S3 
students based on 
an archive of letters 
sent by Hawick
soldiers in the 
Dardanelles 
campaign to their 
families between 
May and July 1915.



The unit uses 
active learning 
approaches to engage 
students with individual 
soldiers’  experiences.

The students use 
newspaper pages, 
extracts from the letters, 
formal photographs of 
soldiers and descriptions 
of action as ways of 
accessing the soldiers’ 
experiences. 



Students begin by 
creating dramatic still 
images based on extracts 
from a local historian’s 
book on Hawick’s wartime 
experience.

This establishes 
collaboration and gets 
students physically 
involved with the soldiers’ 
stories.



Extracts from published 
letters, together with 
short biographies and 
studio photographs give 
insights into the soldiers’ 
thoughts, lives and 
backgrounds.

In pairs students redraft 
these as short personal 
introductions. 

This section culminates 
in the soldiers leaving 
Hawick on the train.



Groups of students use 
archive fragments to piece 
together the soldiers’ 
experiences once they 
reached the Gallipoli 
peninsula. They sort and 
record their findings on wall 
charts.

This mirrors the home 
experience of receiving 
patchy, sometimes 
contradictory, information 
and having to draw 
conclusions about what is 
happening.

This can also be an Archivist’s 
experience.  



Whole front pages 
prompt discussion 
and investigation 
of life continuing 
back home in the 
midst of war 
reports.



Selected extracts from 
soldiers’ letters give 
graphic accounts of 
their engagement with 
the Turks, life in the 
trenches and the loss of 
their friends.

Each group of students 
assembles a slightly 
different information 
set, and the whole story 
is only apparent once 
the groups combine 
their findings on an 
information wall.



When the students have 
assembled their 
combined information 
board the story of the 
July 12th attack unfolds 
fully. 

A concluding drama 
activity transforms the 
students into the 
townspeople gathered 
outside the Post Office 
waiting for lists of the 
dead and injured to be 
posted on the 
noticeboard.



Social Studies (History) outcomes

NQ 4&5 arrangements for History

Literacy across Learning

Expressive Arts – Drama

Skills for Learning, Life and Work

Responsible and Active Citizenship

Interdisciplinary learning   
experiences

Fostering cross-community links

A platform for intergenerational 
engagement

Partnership working with external 
organisations

The unit addresses these areas of the 
Curriculum for Excellence:
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