Case of the Chimney Sweep’s Boy — Court Papers

AD14/40/242

1840

Precognition against Francis Hughes, Thomson Black for the crime
of culpable homicide at Parkhouse Toll Bar, Glasgow

Accused: Francis Hughes, chimney sweep, for Thomson Black (co-
accused), Address: Glasgow

Victim: John O'Neil

Accused 2: Thomson Black, chimney sweep, Address: Gallowgate
Street, Glasgow

Related record: JC26/1840/286

Case referred to in Lord Cockburn's 'Circuit Journeys'. "There was
a shocking case of a poor child, scarcely eight years old, a
climbing boy, who was compelled by threats to go up, or down,
thirty-eight new chimneys successively, and without any interval
for rest or food ------ It was only charged as a culpable homicide,
and the master had rather an affection for the boy, and worked
him to death from no anger or selflshness, but merely from the
general brutality of his craft. We longed to transport him, and will
be abused by the benevolent for not doing so; but, in the
circumstances, we could not go beyond imprisonment." (see
'"Circuit Journeys', Lord Cockburn (Edinburgh, 1888, facsimile
edition, 1975), p.72)

JC26/1840/286

8 May 1840

Trial papers relating to Thomson Black, Francis Hughes for the
crime of culpable homicide at Parkhouse Toll Bar, Glasgow. Tried
at High Court, Glasgow

Accused: Thomson Black, Verdict: Not guilty, Sentence: Assoilzied
simpliciter and dismissed. Note: The victim was around eight
years old and was a servant or apprentice to Thomson Black (co-
accused).

Accused 2: Francis Hughes, Verdict: Guilty, Sentence: Imprisonment
- 18 months with hard labour. Note: Pannelto serve sentence in
the Bridewell of Glasgow. The victim was around eight years old
and was a servant or apprentice to Thomson Black (co-accused).



