
Case of the Chimney Sweep’s Boy – Court Papers

AD14/40/242
1 8 4 0
Pre c o g n it io n  a g a in s t  Fra n c is  Hu g h e s , Th o m s o n  Bla c k fo r t h e  c rim e  
o f c u lp a b le  h o m ic id e  a t  Pa rkh o u s e  To ll Ba r, Gla s g o w

Accused: Fra n c is  Hu g h e s , c h im n e y  s we e p , fo r Th o m s o n  Bla c k ( c o -
a c c u s e d ) , Ad d re s s : Gla s g o w

Vic t im : J o h n  O' Ne il

Accused 2: Th o m s o n  Bla c k, c h im n e y  s we e p , Ad d re s s : Ga llo wg a t e  
St re e t , Gla s g o w

Re la t e d  re c o rd : J C2 6 / 1 8 4 0 / 2 8 6

Ca s e  re fe rre d  t o  in  Lo rd  Co c kb u rn ' s  ' Circ u it  J o u rn e ys ' . " Th e re  wa s  
a  s h o c kin g  c a s e  o f a  p o o r c h ild , s c a rc e ly  e ig h t  ye a rs  o ld , a  
c lim b in g  b o y , wh o  wa s  c o m p e lle d  b y  t h re a t s  t o  g o  u p , o r d o wn , 
t h irt y -e ig h t  n e w c h im n e ys  s u c c e s s ive ly , a n d  w it h o u t  a n y  in t e rva l 
fo r re s t  o r fo o d  ------ It  wa s  o n ly  c h a rg e d  a s  a  c u lp a b le  h o m ic id e , 
a n d  t h e  m a s t e r h a d  ra t h e r a n  a ffe c t io n  fo r t h e  b o y , a n d  wo rke d  
h im  t o  d e a t h  fro m  n o  a n g e r o r s e lfls h n e s s , b u t  m e re ly  fro m  t h e  
g e n e ra l b ru t a lit y  o f h is  c ra ft . We  lo n g e d  t o  t ra n s p o rt  h im , a n d  w ill 
b e  a b u s e d  b y  t h e  b e n e vo le n t  fo r n o t  d o in g  s o ; b u t , in  t h e  
c irc u m s t a n c e s , we  c o u ld  n o t  g o  b e yo n d  im p ris o n m e n t ."  ( s e e  
' Circ u it  J o u rn e ys ' , Lo rd  Co c kb u rn  ( Ed in b u rg h , 1 8 8 8 , fa c s im ile  
e d it io n , 1 9 7 5 ) , p .7 2 )

JC26/1840/286
8  Ma y  1 8 4 0
Tria l p a p e rs  re la t in g  t o  Th o m s o n  Bla c k, Fra n c is  Hu g h e s  fo r t h e  
c rim e  o f c u lp a b le  h o m ic id e  a t  Pa rkh o u s e  To ll Ba r, Gla s g o w. Trie d  
a t  Hig h  Co u rt , Gla s g o w

Accused: Th o m s o n  Bla c k, Ve rd ic t : No t  g u ilt y , Se n t e n c e : As s o ilz ie d  
s im p lic it e r a n d  d is m is s e d . No t e : Th e  v ic t im  wa s  a ro u n d  e ig h t  
ye a rs  o ld  a n d  wa s  a  s e rva n t  o r a p p re n t ic e  t o  Th o m s o n  Bla c k ( c o -
a c c u s e d ) .

Accused 2: Fra n c is  Hu g h e s , Ve rd ic t : Gu ilt y , Se n t e n c e : Im p ris o n m e n t  
- 1 8  m o n t h s  w it h  h a rd  la b o u r. No t e : Pa n n e l t o  s e rve  s e n t e n c e  in  
t h e  Brid e we ll o f Gla s g o w. Th e  v ic t im  wa s  a ro u n d  e ig h t  ye a rs  o ld  
a n d  wa s  a  s e rva n t  o r a p p re n t ic e  t o  Th o m s o n  Bla c k ( c o -a c c u s e d ) .


