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OVERVIEW 
“Active learning” describes education experiences where students are engaged in activity through which they learn. Our workshop explores three 
approaches from drama education which are highly effective in learning from archive records in a variety of school subjects. 

In this context “drama” does not mean the production of a stage play for performance, but rather the use of drama techniques such as role-play to 
engage with the stories, places and events we encounter in original sources. 

We take a brief look at three active drama approaches: ‘still images’, ‘role-on-the-wall’, and ‘Mantle of the Expert’. 

 
 
RESOURCES 

1. Drama In Archives workshop slides (pdf) 
2. NRS Climbing Boy workshop plan (pdf) 
3. NRS Climbing Boy presentation (ppt) 
4. Role On The Wall outline (pdf) 
5. Robert Allan testimony (pdf) 
6. Francis Hughes testimony (pdf) 
7. Climbing Boy witness statements (pdf) 

 
 
HOW TO USE THE RESOURCES 
Drama techniques are best learned through practice. Use this resource to learn about three fairly straightforward techniques you can use to engage 
students, and read through the case studies and exemplar records. If you are new to these approaches try the one you feel is most appropriate and 
comfortable for you to start with, perhaps with a smaller group of students or a group you have worked with before. Talk with colleagues who have 
used drama approaches, and collaborate in joint sessions if you can. Use the links to access further web-based resources about drama techniques. 
 
 
SUGGESTED OUTCOMES 
Using active learning techniques as part of your education work engages students directly with the characters, feelings, places and stories that are 
contained in archives. Your learning sessions are more playful and collaborative, leading to deeper understanding of the material you are working with. 
Active learning is encouraged at all stages of the education system by the Curriculum for Excellence. 
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POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 
With drama work the key is to be confident about what you are doing and being adaptable to what comes up during the learning session. Problems 
arise only if you are too focussed on a particular outcome and the students you are working with come up with ideas you are not expecting. Good 
learning environments should always involve student participation and the possibility of unexpected outcomes. Students can sometimes find drama 
approaches challenging, particularly if they are unaccustomed to the technique, and it is important that you take things at a pace that is manageable 
for the whole group.  
 
 
QUESTIONS AND FURTHER HELP 
Our Education Development Officer, Douglas Roberts, is available to advise and assist you in developing and delivering your education and outreach 
programmes. You can contact him via e-mail at d.roberts@scottisharchives.org.uk or by phone at 07980 470411.  
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